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England where such things did not happen. While
they were doing this, they managed to give two other
false impressions, both of which were essential to the
acceptance of their real policy. The first was that arms
were going into Spain, but they were going equally to
both sides; the second was that volunteers were going
to both sides, but these counterbalanced each other.
The facts about these two points are now sufficiently
well known, and they were then known to the British
Government. Both Italians and Germans began sending
munitions and aeroplanes on July 17th, and they also
sent some personnel. They continued this process
through the following months—flying the aeroplanes
direct, but using Portugal for most of the stores, and
such troops as were sent. Russia did not reply im-
mediately to the appeal sent out for arms by the Spanish
Government. She seems to have decided about Septem-
ber to send munitions on a scale which would affect
the course of the war. On October 7th, 1936, the Soviet
representative made his country's position quite clear
at the London Non-intervention Committee. 'His
Government feared the situation created by repeated
violations of the agreement would render the agreement
virtually non-existent, and thai they could in no case
agree to turn the agreement into a screen shielding the
military aid given to the rebels by some participants
in the committee.* This warning was plain enough.
Russia, not for the first time, bluntly stated unpalatable
facts to an assembly of Powers engaged in hiding those
facts from the world. From about that date munitions
of various kinds arrived in Barcelona and Valencia by
ship from Russia. The first aeroplanes appeared at
Madrid, on November 13th, and as already pointed
out, this marked the beginning of a new stage

